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On	Wednesday,	25	November	2015	the	Durban	Chamber	of	Commerce	and	Industry	(DCCI)
hosted	a	trade	delegation	from	Republic	and	canton	Jura,	Switzerland.

The	DCCI	through	its	International	Business	Department	aims	to	promote	international	trade
in	the	eThekwini	municipal	area	and	beyond.	This	aim	speaks	to	goal	1,	2	and	8	of	the
Business	Vision	for	Economic	Development	of	Durban.	The	Chamber	initiated	the	Business
Vision	to	challenge	the	Business	community	in	eThekwini,	to	apply	its	collective	mind	to
encourage	local	economic	development.

Goal	1:	Increased	investment	in	the	City’s	economy

Goal	2:	Institutional	partnership	and	collaboration

Goal	8:	The	achievement	of	‘International	destination’	status	for	leisure,	business	and	other
tourists

Among	the	delegates	attending	the	economic	mission	were	the	Minister	of	Economy	and
Cooperation,	Mr	Michel	Probst,	Delegate	for	Economic	Promotion,	Mr	Jean-Claude	Lachat,
Head	of	Swiss	Business	Hub	Southern	Africa,	Ms	Anita	Dietiker,	Head	of	S-GE	Suisse	romande,
Mr	Sylvain	Jaccard	and	the	Honorary	Consul	of	Switzerland,	Mr	Hanspeter	Graber.

The	object ives	of	the	economic	mission	were:

Promoting	exports
Seeking	distributors
Gathering	information	on	the	market
Technology	monitoring
Establishing	business	relationships

Bilateral	economic	agreements	have	been	signed	between	Switzerland	and	South	Africa
during	previous	economic	missions.	These	include:

Representatives	of	the	EFTA	States	and	SACU	(South	African	Custom	Union:	South	Africa,	Botswana,
Lesotho,	Namibia	and	Swaziland)	signed	a	Free	Trade	Agreement	which	entered	into	force	in	May
2008
Switzerland	and	South	Africa	signed	an	Agreement	on	Scientific	and	Technological
Cooperation	which	has	been	effective	since	07	December	2014

The	delegates	from	the	economic	mission	were	heavily	focussed	on	the	following
indust ries:

Watch	Industry
Micromechanics
Medical
Telecommunication
Car	Industry
Aeronautics

South	African	imports	from	Switzerland	(value	&	%	share	of	total	imports)

KwaZulu-Natal	imports	from	Switzerland	(value	&	%	share	of	total	imports)

South	Africa	and	KwaZulu-Natal	imports	from	Switzerland	(top	10	products	–
HS2)

South	African	exports	to	Switzerland	(value	&	%	share	of	total	exports)

KwaZulu-Natal	exports	to	Switzerland	(value	&	%	share	of	total	exports)

South	Africa	and	KwaZulu-Natal	exports	to	Switzerland	(top	10	products	–	HS2)

The	DCCI	wishes	to	thank	the	Swiss	delegation	for	visiting	our	beautiful	city.	If	you	require
further	information,	please	do	not	hesitate	to	contact	Alta	Keyter	on	031	335	1000	or
keytera@durbanchamber.co.za

You	are	receiving	this	email	because	you	have	an	association	with	the	Durban	Chamber	of	Commerce.	Your
company	is	or	was	either	a	member,	or	subscribed	to	our	mailing	list(s)	at	some	point.	We	hope	you	found	this
message	to	be	useful.	However,	if	you'd	rather	not	receive	future	emails	like	this	from	us,	it's	easy	to	unsubscribe
by	following	the	link	below.	You	also	have	the	ability	to	review	other	mailing	lists	available,	and	subscribe	or
unsubscribe	accordingly.
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